Mrs. Risk’s Citizenship Policy


In order to guarantee your child, and all the students in my classroom, an excellent learning climate, I am utilizing the following citizenship policy.


I believe that all students can behave appropriately in the classroom.  No student will be allowed to stop me from teaching and/or any student from learning.  I also believe that children respond positively to given expectations, therefore, these are my classroom rules:


1.  Raise your hand and wait to be called upon.


2.  Keep hands and feet to yourself.


3.  Be respectful to your teacher, Mrs. Risk, and all of the faculty and staff at 

    Hickory Elementary School.


4.  Be courteous to your fellow classmates.


5.  Treat classroom materials with respect.


6.  Listen to directions - then work quietly, to the best of your ability, in the time 


    given.


Together, the students and I have discussed and agreed upon the above listed rules for our classroom.  I believe that it is important to include the children in the process of deciding class rules because I want them to have a sense of ownership.  

If a student breaks one of the above rules, he/she is instructed to “pull a card” which changes the color of their card from green to yellow.  This is a warning.  If a student breaks another rule, on the same day, he/she is instructed to pull another card, which changes the color from yellow to orange.  This is a recess time-out and the child is asked to fill out a behavior note to go home.  The note home will be a record of what rule the child broke and what he/she will do next time.  This note is written by the child, sent home that same day, and needs to be signed by a parent or guardian.  The note needs to be returned the following day.  If a student breaks a rule for the third time (on the same day) he/she is instructed to pull another card which changes the color from orange to red.  This means the student will have a time-out for 2 recess periods, will fill out a behavior note, and Mrs. Risk will phone the parents to possibly set up a conference, if necessary.

There is also a provision in the plan for a “severe” disruption.  If a student severely disrupts the classroom or does something to endanger another individual, he/she will be immediately sent to the principal.

Each day the student is given a fresh start and his/her card is changed back to green.  Card changes are not carried over from day to day.  However, weekly citizenship grades are determined by the number of times a student pulls a card each day, and by the total amount of cards pulled throughout the week.  Every Monday, I will be sending home a weekly citizenship grade for your child.  It will be found on the second page of the homework packet.  This will let you know how your child has been behaving during the previous week.  Please sign the weekly citizenship grade that you receive each Monday and have your child return it to me with his/her homework on Friday.  It is extremely important that I know that you have read and signed your child’s citizenship report, and I will only know if it is returned. 

Students who choose to respect the rules will receive positive reinforcement.  This may be in the form of verbal praise, written praise, awards, tickets, privileges, etc.…  I also use a point system in the room.  Whenever an entire table has performed in a positive way (work done neatly, names put on papers, working quietly, etc.…) that table receives points.  At the end of each week, everyone sitting at the table with the most points receives an award.

It is in your child’s best interest that we work together in relationship to his/her schooling.  If you have any questions or comments about this policy, please feel free to get in touch with me.

