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Date Upcoming Activities 

Wed - Fri Jan 4 – 13 Toy Donation Drive 

Fri Jan 6 Hickory Talent Show Auditions 

Thurs Jan 5 Science Kits Delivery – 1st Grade 

Thurs Jan 12 PTA Board Meeting – 6:30pm 

Mon Jan 16 NO SCHOOL – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 

Mon Jan 17 Science Kits Turn-In – 1st Grade 

Wed - Fri Jan 18 - 20 Author’s Fair 

Tues Jan 24 Family Math Night 

Thurs Jan 26 Science Kits Delivery - Kindergarten 

Fri Feb 3 NO SCHOOL 

Mon Feb 6 Science Kits Turn-In – Kindergarten 

Wed - Fri Feb 8 - 10 Multicultural Event 

Thurs Feb 9 Science Kits Delivery – 5th Grade 
PTA Board Meeting – 6:30pm 

Mon Feb 13 NO SCHOOL – Lincoln’s Day 

Tues Feb 14 Valentine’s Day 



Dear Hickory Families and Friends, 
 

Happy 2012!  Traditionally, many of us greet the New Year with new goals 
or resolutions that we hope will help us to improve ourselves and our families.  
As parents, we want to help our children be happy and successful, and often 
times our resolutions include goals for our children.   
  
 As parents and teachers, a positive attitude towards our children and 
students, in particular, their efforts, accomplishments and even their 
shortcomings, will go a long way to raising children with greater self-confidence 
and self-image, therefore individuals better equipped to deal with the challenges 
in their life.  When we are proud of, and have confidence in our children, we are 
helping them develop into independent, capable individuals.  The New Year is 
the perfect time to revisit our goals for the New Year and include some pledges 
to respect our children’s individual differences and appreciate their unique 
characteristics. 
  
 Our value word of the month in January is RESPONSIBILITY. Student 
Council will share some ideas and examples of student responsibility at our 
assemblies on Mondays.  They will speak about accepting responsibility for their 
own actions and choices, choosing friends that act responsibly, and thinking 
about how their choices affect others.  As parents you are a powerful role model.  
Please spend time talking to your child about responsibility and what it means to 
you, your family, and your community.   
   
 January 2012 starts a new year and a new chance to take advantage of 
the many learning opportunities Hickory offers to its parents and its students.  I 
hope to see many of you around campus volunteering, attending PTA events and 
participating in your child’s education. On January 19 at 6:00 p.m. in our school 
cafeteria, we are inviting all 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students and parents to attend 
an informational meeting.  The principals, student councils, and selected 
students from Madrona and Torrance High School will be at Hickory to share 
information about their schools with parents and students.  There will also be a 
question and answer session during the evening.  Since Hickory is a feeder 
school to Madrona and Torrance High, I hope that many of you attend and take 
advantage of this opportunity. 
 
   We are all committed to making Hickory an outstanding place of learning 
for all our students—a place in the sun for everyone! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edna Schumacher, Principal 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Welcome Back to School!  We hope  
all of our Hickory Families enjoyed   
a wonderful Winter Break with family                                     
and friends.   Welcome 2012 ! 

L O O K I N G  B A C K … 
The first trimester at Hickory went very 
well.  Students had many opportunities to 
participate in classroom activities and 
projects.  The PTA, Student Council, and 
the Staff at Hickory provided educational 
as well as community focused events and 
activities.  Many students continued to do 
their best at school by being prepared and 
ready to learn.  We acknowledge that there 
is much to be said for students who 
consistently put forth a positive effort to 
do well in school.  We are very proud of 
these students.  Congratulations also go 
out to students who had perfect 
attendance!   Congratulations to all our 
Hickory Hounds. 
I want to thank all our parents for 
taking time to meet with your child’s 
teacher and discuss his/her progress 
during conference week. As you are 
aware, conferences provide a great 
opportunity for you and your child’s 
teacher to share insights and 
information about the progress your 
child is making. Thank you for helping 
us to make education a priority. 
 

 
 
 
 

Technology for 
LearningÉ  
Hickory continues to invest in 
preparing students in a variety of 
meth ods.  Taking advantage of up 
to date technology to enrich and 
supplement classroom learning is a 
constant goal. Last year at this time 
we invested in ST Math to help 
students with conceptual 
understanding in the area of Math.  
I have heard and seen so many  
positive outcomes with this 
program, I am very encouraged.  I 
hope all of you are seeing that your 
children to take full advantage of 
this research based math program.  
Recently, we have made 
another investment in the area 
of research based technology 
to  support and enrich Reading 
and Language Arts.  Towards 
the end of January all students 
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Upcoming Events…… 
 

• 1/ 3 Assembly 9:00 am  Toy 
Loan Kick -Off    

• Positive Parenting So High 7 -9             
• 1/6  3 rd Grade Field Trip  
•  1/6 Talent Show Tryouts 3:15  
• School Site Council 3:30  
• 1/16   MLK Day NO SCHOOL 
• 1/19 Parent Meeting with 

Torrance High, Madrona MS 
6:00 pm  Café.   3-5th grade 
students welcome 

• 1/19  ELMAC  9:00 am. Cafe  
• 1/24   Family Math Festival  

 



will have access to Study Island.  
Study Island is a web based 
program built from the 
California Content Standards 
designed to offer self-paced, 
differentiated instruction. 
Like ST Math, Study Island will be 
accessible from school and 
from your home computer, from 
the library, from daycare, etc.   
It is web based and easily 
accessible.  We look forward to 
sharing more information with 
you in the near future.  
 

D I S T R I C T  W R I T I N G  

F O C U S …  

The teachers and I realize that a 
comprehensive and school wide writing 
program at Hickory is a valuable 
investment for all students. This fall the 
district decided to continue with its focus 
on writing. Last year, teachers from all 
schools met several times to design and 
evaluate student writing rubrics and 
student writing samples. This proved to be 
very helpful in focusing on student 
strengths and needs across the district.  
The results of student writing scores then 
“drove instruction”. This data driven 
method of teaching is efficient and aimed 
at meeting student needs. We will be 
continuing with this focus goal for the 
2011-2012 school year.  Our students have 
taken an initial writing assessment, and 
they will be taking another mid-year 
writing sample this month.  On Feb. 3rd 
teachers will again gather with other 
teachers in the district to score and share 
student writing samples.   
One of the most important aspects of 
becoming a proficient writer is to write!  
You can partner with Hickory by 
encouraging your student to write 
everyday! Keeping a journal is a terrific 
way for students to keep their writing 

pieces on hand and available to revisit. 
Here are some other ideas for parents to 
plant in their child’s mind:  
 
Follow the alphabet. Suggest that 
your youngster write each 
sentence of his tale so that it begins 
with a different letter of the 
alphabet. He can write the letters 
down 
the left side of a page and then fill 
in 
the lines. Examples: An ant went to 
a 
picnic. “Boy, am I hungry!” it said. 
Or 
he could think of words starting 
with each letter and write a story 
that uses all 26—in any order. 
 
Conduct an interview. An interesting 
conversation can provide story 
ideas. Your child might ask a 
grandparent about 
his most prized possession or find 
out how his music teacher chose 
her job. Then, 
he can create characters and 
make up a story based on his 
interview. 
 
Start in the middle. 
Have your youngster think of an 
event in his life (camping trip) and 
tell you about it. 
Encourage him to pick an unusual or 
exciting part (a downpour in the 
middle of the night) and begin his 
story there. He’ll see that starting in 
the middle and writing about one 
small moment or event can be 
more interesting than simply telling 
the whole story from beginning to 
end. 
 
                            



    

F A M I L Y  M A T H  F E S T I V A L !  
The Hickory PTA will sponsor our 4th 
Family Math Festival on January 24.  The 
students will visit the cafeteria throughout 
the day to attend a short math presentation.  
They will then be able to visit several math 
centers and participate in math activities.  
The centers are designed to promote 
exciting high level thinking in the area of 
problem solving.  Families will then be 
invited to return in the evening with their 
students to participate in more of the same 
type of activities.  We are very excited to 
provide this type of family event that 
promotes interest in math in a fun and 
engaging way.  Please look for more 
information to follow. 

   HI C K O R Y  CH O R U S …  

The Hickory Chorus will start up 
again for the 2 nd Trimester.  
Flyers will be available to all 3 -5th 
grade students.  The Chorus 
practices on Wednesday 
morning from 8:00 - 8:45 in the 
Cafeteria.  We are  happy to have 
Mrs. Laura Savitz  back as o ur 
director. Our goal is to perform 
for our PTA Honorary Serv ice 
Assembly  in the Spring.  The 
cost will again be $25.00 for the 
trimester. ($35 if you need a 
Chorus Shirt)  We hope you 
consider this wonderful 
opportunity for your student.    
 
H I C K O R Y  S E E K S  

C O M M U N I T Y   S U P P O R T !  
 

Some of you may not know, but 
Hickory has been very lucky to receive 
monetary and supply donations from 
community members, local business, 
and school families.  In these difficult 
times, with school budgets continuing 
to be cut, our community continues to 
support us.   
Some of our Hickory families have 
helped us out by donating cases of 
copy paper, Kleenex, disinfectant 
wipes, and office supplies.  The 
donation of used ink cartridges has also 
been very helpful, we earn up to 
$20.00 a month towards school 
supplies when we recycle these at 
Staples and Office Depot.  Keep 
sending in used ink cartridges and 
toner cartridges to the office.  Every 
little bit helps! When making 
purchases at Staples use #2205166172 
and at Office Depot # 5007055014.  If 
you are signing up for Direct TV 
services, mention Hickory Elementary 
School and we receive a monetary 
reward. Thank you in advance for 
helping us take advantage of these 
support programs. 
 
 

                                          
 
 
 
ON-LINE SAFETY TIPS  
 
A computer can help your child 
find facts and complete 
homework. But surfing the Internet 
may also create problems. To keep 
your child safe: 



• Put the computer where you can 
supervise Internet activities. 
• Check out your Internet service 
provider’s safety features.  
• Establish rules for your child’s 
computer use. 
• Discuss why your child should 
never share personal information 
online.  
• Have your child tell you if she 
receives an inappropriate email or 
other message. 
• Go online together. Let your child 
show you her computer skills and 
favorite sites. 
Remember, your child may also go 
online in other locations, such as at 
a friend’s home. Take steps to 
ensure safety no matter where the 
Internet is used. 

S O U R C E :  “ S A F E T Y  T I P S , ”  N E T S M A R T Z ,  
W W W . N E T S M A R T Z . O R G / S A F E T Y / S A F E T Y T

I P S . H T M .  
                

 
 

I  W I S H … I  W I L L !  
 W H A T  W I L L  Y O U R  C H I L D  

A C C O M P L I S H  I N  2 0 1 2 ?  
Perhaps she would like to improve 
her grades or play basketball. No matter 
what she sets her sights on, here is how 
she can work to make it happen: 
 
1. Talk about wishes and goals. A wish is 
something she would like (ÒI wish I could 
get a perfect report cardÓ), while a goal is 
something thatÕs more specific and doable 
(ÒI will get a better grade in mathÓ). 
 
2. Ask her to choose a goal: raising her 
math grade, writing every day, read 30 
minutes a day, practice, etc. 
 
3. Help her name the steps involved in 
reaching her goal: make and use flash 
cards, 

find a study buddy, select an interesting 
book, plan a time schedule, etc. 
 
4. As she completes a step, talk about it, 
offer encouragement.  When every step is 
completed, talk about how close she is to 
her goal. 
Tip:  Encourage your youngster to 
celebrate progress toward goals and not to 
be discouraged by a step backward. This 
will  help her move forward.!  
 
!"#$ %&&$'("')$ " 
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We take your studentÕs attendance at 
school very seriously as it most certainly 
impacts their learning.  
If your child is absent for illness, you may 
request classwork and homework by 
calling the school office before 10:00am. 
The work will be available for pick up in 
the office at the end of the day.  
Remember per the ed code we must 
have an excuse note for each absence 
upon your childÕs return to school. We 
are audited by the state periodically 
and these notes are a requirement. 
Thank you for your support with this.     

S T U D E N T  

R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S !  
While I am thinking about the New 
Year and reflecting on parent 
conferences the subject of 
homework, classwork, and student 
responsibilities comes to mind.   
The purpose of homework is to 
reinforce and solidify the learning 
that has taken place in the 
classroom that day or that week. 
Some students do not realize that 
when the assignment is to prepare 
for a test, or review the reading or 
vocabulary of the day, that is 
homework.  To prepare for a test, 
one may need to re-read, read to 
an adult, outline, highlight, take 
notes etc. To review material 



students should be able to 
summarize important facts, they 
should be able to discuss and 
share the information with parents. 
This has two benefits, it increases 
understanding when they can 
share information clearly, and 
second, it keeps parents tuned in 
to what their child is learning.  If the 
student has trouble discussing 
material, parents know that they 
may need to step in to help with 
understanding.  Lastly, homework 
should be directly connected to 
what is being taught in the 
classroom.  It should be meaningful 
in that it supports and challenges 
understanding of the material 
being covered.  Quality, not 
quantity is the goal. 
 
Your involvement affects your 
child’s achievement.  Research 
shows that family support is key to 
student achievement. To promote 
academic success:  TELL your child 
you think education is important. 
SUPPORT your child’s teacher and 
school rules.  ASK to see homework, 
know what your child is learning. 
 

   Happy  New Year! 



Dear Hickory Families,

Happy New Year! Hope everyone had a wonderful, fun, and restful break.  ItÕs 
nice to be back at school in such warm, sunny weather.

I hope you joined us at the Hickory Chorus Performance on December 8 th . The 

children learned many songs in a short time and sounded so merry that night. 
The wonderful performance was followed by refreshments provided by the PTA 
and a fun family bingo night.  It was nice to see so many families come out on a 
cold night to participate.  Lots of thanks to Rhonda Carroll for organizing the 

Bingo Night!

We have so much to look forward to in 2012. In addition to the usual PTA 
programs such as Family Math Night, Walk Thru California, Walk Thru the 
Revolution, Jog-A-Thon, Talent Show, Bikeo Rodeo to name a few, we have 

planned some new programs.  They include the Toy Donation Program which is 
currently going on, AuthorÕs Fair, and Multicultural Event. 

Through Toy Donation Program, we hope to teach our children community 
awareness and the value of caring for those less fortunate.  The toys and books 

collected are used by a Los Angeles County program, called Toy Loan Program, 
as a learning and therapy tool for over 30,000 children annually. Please have 
your child bring unwrapped new or gently used toys or books to school to drop 
o!  in bins outside the o " ce this week and next week. If they are gently used, 

please make sure the toys/puzzles/games are complete sets. Thanks, Roxanne 
Arroues and Paige Hamilton for heading this program.

Finally, the PTA will host another Spring Family Night on Friday, May 18 th . I 
know so many people  have enjoyed our very successful Hickory Fair hosted by 

the PTA for last  two years. This year, we have planned something di ! erent but 
a night sure to be unforgettable with food, vendors, and a magic show where 
Mrs. Schumacher will be cut in half! More information will be sent home later.

Welcome back to school and I wish all of you a Happy 2012!

Grace Gee
Hickory PTA President



Attention 3rd – 5th Graders 
Winter/Spring 2012 Hickory Chorus 

is starting soon! 
 
 
 
 

No experience required.   
Just come ON TIME to rehearsals with a good attitude and a smile! 

Our first rehearsal will begin Wednesday, January 11  
promptly at 8:00 am in the cafeteria. 

Rehearsals will be every Wednesday from 8:00 am – 8:45 am. 
 

We will be using the same t-shirts as last year. The fee is $25.00   
Please include your t-shirt order and an additional $10 made out to Hickory Academic 

Alliance with this registration slip if your child is new to our chorus.  
 

We will communicate with all the families mainly via e-mail with an occasional flyer sent home.  
Please make sure you give us your e-mail address and write neatly.  Also, please let us know if you 

don’t have e-mail. 
 

Please feel free to contact Laura Savitz, Laurastoo@aol.com or  
eschumacher@tusd.org, if you have any questions.   

 
Please return the bottom portion of this sheet to the office or bring it to the first rehearsal.  

 
 
I give permission for ______________________________________to participate in Hickory’s Chorus 
for this 2012 winter/spring session. 
 
Student’s teacher and grade and Rm. #________________________________________________   
 
___________________________           ________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature               Parent/Guardian’s e-mail address  (Please write neatly!) 
 
Phone Number_______________________    $25.00_________       $35.00(t-shirt)________ 
 
T-shirt: check the appropriate size:  (they tend to shrink a bit) 
 

Child Small 6 -8 ____    Child Medium 10-12 ____   Child Large 14-16 ____  
 

Adult Small ____    Adult Medium ____    Adult Large ____ 
 

Don’t forget to include the payment (Checks payable to Hickory Academic Alliance) 



It’s that time 
again! 

 

HickoryÕs Student Talent 
Show! 

 
What’s your talent? 

 

 singing?      telling jokes?  
   dancing?         performing magic? 
      acting?         reciting poetry? 
    making music?        being artistic? 

 

We want YOU to be a part of our 
fantabulous show! 

 

Use time over the winter break to plan your act!  
 

 Auditions  will be January 4th  & 6th  after school.   
 

Al l  participants must complete an entry form! 
(available in the front office) 

 

The Talent Show will be Apri l  4 th   Mark your calendar! 
 
 

Please contact Jenny Yim at 213-219-1518 or jennyykins@yahoo.com with questions. 

 



Important Information: 
  

• All students must audition.  Acts should be “performance ready” at the time of 
auditions. 

!  Even those who’ve been in the show previous years are expected to 
audition. 

!  Students will be seen on a first come, first served basis (Sorry, no 
exceptions).  Students will sign in when they arrive at the cafeteria.  

!  Audition dates are Wednesday , January 4 th at 2:30 or Friday , January 6 th at 
3:15 in the cafeteria.  Please come to ONE of these. 

• Each participant must bring a completed entry form (available in the front office) 
with parent’s signature to the audition. If the act is a group number, please staple 
all forms together. 

• Don’t let the phrase “audition” intimidate you.  We gladly welcome all acts that 
are well rehearsed and prepared.  

• Students who wish to sing must provide their own accompaniment, either live or 
recorded.  Students may not sing along with the recording artist (a cappella is not 
reco mmended).  

!  Please choose a song that is appropriate for elementary age kids. Songs 
about relationships, break-ups, etc. are not  considered appropriate. 

!  Lyrics must be submitted with entry form. 
Some sources for accompaniment are: 

!  iTunes (download program for free – songs are only 99 cents) 

!  acekaraoke.com, totalkarake.com 
!  Sing Along Center (corner of Carson St. and Figueroa) 

• Students performing a dance must choose music and choreography that is 
appropriate for elementary age kids.  Dances should be choreograp hed in 
advance, not improvised.  

!  Lyrics must be submitted with the entry form. 
• All acts must be under 2 minutes .   
• All participants in the Talent Show are invited to be a part of our grand finale 

number.  Students must memorize the lyrics and choreography.  Rehearsals for the 
finale number will be on Wednesdays:  1/11, 1/18, 1/25, 2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29, 
3/7, 3/14, 3/21and 3/28.  Only those who attend the rehearsals will be allowed to 
participate in the finale number.  Students in the finale number are expected to 
attend all rehearsals so the act runs smoothly and the kids do an excellent job 
representing Hickory Elementary.  

• A dress rehearsal  will be held at THS on Tuesday 4/3  from 4:00 Ð 7:00 pm.  This is 
mandatory  for all talent show participants (whet her or not youÕre in the finale 
number).   

• Parents are encouraged to help their child polish his/her act.  It is important that 
the students feel confident and prepared when they perform in front of an 
audience.  Our Wednesday rehearsals are not for individual acts.  They are for 
learning and polishing the finale. 

• The Talent Show will be at Torrance High on Wednes day, April  4th at 6:30.  



Hickory Talent 
Show 
entry form 

Please complete the form and have your parent read and sign it.  Each 
participant must fill out his/her own form.  Staple forms together for group 
acts. 
 
person in the act:  please print neatly and clearly! 
 
              
first and last name              Grade 
 
             
parent’s email       phone number  
 
             
teacher                room #  

Important  Information: 
The Talent Show is April  4th at 6:30 p.m. in  the Torrance High 
Auditorium 
  

• All participants in the Talent Show are invited to be a part of our grand finale 
number.  Students must memorize the lyrics and choreography.  Rehearsals for the 
finale number will be on Wednesdays: 1/11, 1/18, 1/25, 2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 
3/14, 3/21, and 3/28.  Only those who attend the rehearsals will be allowed to 
participate in the finale number.  Students in the finale number are expected to 
attend all rehearsals so the act runs smoothly and the kids do an excellent job 
representing Hickory Elementary.  

• A dress rehearsal will be held at THS on Tuesday 4/3 from 4:00 – 7:00 pm.  This is 
mandatory for all talent show participants (whether or not you’re in the finale 
number).   

• Parents are encouraged to help their child polish his/her individual act.  It is 
important that the students feel confident and prepared when they perform in front 
of an audience.  Our Wednesday rehearsals are not for individual acts.  They are for 
learning and polishing the finale. 

• All parents are expected to volunteer for “kid patrol” on one of our rehearsal days or 
back stage during the show.  There will be a sign-up available at the audition. 

I have read the information on this form and give my child permission to participate in 
the talent show on Friday, April 4th.  
 Student’s name: _____________________________________________________ 
  
 
parent signature          date      
 



Hickory Elementary PTA 
Proudly Presents the 

2012 Holiday Toy Drive!

Please bring unwrapped, new or gent ly used toys and books 
to school between Jan. 4 and Jan. 13, 2012

We need your support in this worthwhile endeavor. 

Toys will support  the LA Toy Loan Program 
and will be distributed to less fortunate children 

throughout  Los Angeles County.

For more information please go to 
www.ladpss.org/dpss/toyload/default.cfm

or contact:
 Paige Hamilton at paigehamilton@hotmail.com 

or Roxanne Arroues@roxannearroues@sbcglobal.net

Acceptable Donated Items:
New children's toys, games and books.

New stuffed animals and dolls.
Gently used, complete children's toys, 

games and books.
Educat ional toys and games.
Video games and consoles.

Toys for children with special needs 
and disabilities. 

Please join us at Assembly on Tuesday, Jan.3rd, 2012 for our
 special guest, Marcia Benitez, from the LA County Toy Loan Program



 
 

Hickory         Madrona       Torrance High 

When:         Thursday, January 19, 2012 
 

Where:        Hickory Elementary – Cafeteria 
                    2800 West 227th Street 
                    Torrance 
 

Who:           3rd – 5th Grade Parents & Students 
 

Time:           6:00 p.m. 

! ! 
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